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Saturday night at eleven o'clock, having made a right painful
journey (as well for the bitterness of the weather as for lack of
food for his horses here) which he regarded not, in respect of your
Majesty's service; for the which I beseech your Highness he may
receive his thanks accordingly.
We then jointly resolved to attempt nothing till a further ad-
vantage were seen: considering that their horsemen were increased
(being no fewer in number than a thousand); their Almains all
encamped upon the border in the wood, beyond Hardelot, and
those few carts of victuals that they had brought and could spare
from themselves, put into the fortress upon Friday at the full sea.
Upon Saturday, at night, they laid a thousand men at Porthill
by night to receive the victuals that should come from Dieppe,
which was the only intent of their journey. But Mr. Cotton (Vice
Admiral of your Majesty's fleet), according to the direction given
him from hence by the advertisement of mine espial, lay for them
to seaward at Somme Head; so that in the morning he might
descry the enemy of forty sail. As he made at them the men of
war that were their conductors fled first and the victuallers escaped
into Somme, saving seven that were overtaken by your Majesty's
fleet and captured. Whereof these seven vessels, six were laden
with meal and salt beef, and the other with wine. These boats
were wonderfully well devised only for the revictualment of the
fortress by Porthill, for they are of great stowage and drawing
but three feet of water. Beseeching your Majesty that Mr. Cotton
may receive his thanks accordingly and referring unto your High-
ness's most prudent consideration of what importance this service
is, whereby (besides the ruin of their horsemen and footmen by the
extremity of the weather) their whole purpose is for this present
disappointed.
On Sunday at night (fearing lest they had returned their carts
to Montreuil for more victuals) we resolved that this morning
before day we should lay our whole ambush of horsemen and foot-
men at St. fitienne and towards Hardelot, to see whether by any
alarm at the break of day we could draw the enemy into our
ambush. We intended the rest of the day to have kept our trenches
with some field pieces, and with our horsemen to have done our
best to prevent their revictualment. To this intent, we sent afore
night a few horsemen to dodge them to their lodging. But upon
the news of the taking of their ships, as I think, the whole camp
retired towards Montreuil, chafed for choler, and yet I think right
well a-cold.